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Press release

Nelson Downtown Local Market opens June 16th on Baker Street in Nelson.

This past Monday, Nelson City Council unanimously approved the 400 block of Baker Street as the location for the EcoSociety weekly summer market.

 

The EcoSociety and the market vendors believe that this will help make this years ‘Downtown Local Market’ a great event for locals and tourists alike. 
 The EcoSociety was looking for a new site throughout the downtown core this spring as the previous location at the Community Sports Complex site used last year did not work out as well as hoped. “Many people expressed that they did not like the market so far away and down that steep hill” says John Alton, who managed the downtown market from 2004-2008. In order to determine a more suitable location the EcoSociety conducted an extensive survey last winter and found that both market customers and vendors expressed a strong preference for the Baker Street location. “It’s really good news for the market and the vendors as well as the whole city, because the market creates an ambience and gathering point and great place to shop local” says Kayli Koep, the downtown Market Manager. The market is called the Local Market as vendors are required to carry a minimum of 80% locally produced products or produce. “It’s a labour of love to make, grow, sew and bake products and farm produce” says Alton “and these dedicated vendors deserve this excellent central location.”

The EcoSociety’s Relocalization Working Group, which oversees the markets, believes that the markets are the way towards a more sustainable and food secure future for Nelson and the region. Relocalization Chair and health food entrepreneur, Russel Precious, says, “We need to move away from dependence on imported and industrial food systems because they are heavily dependant on fossil fuel and huge amounts of water, and we are running out of both. Precious also points out that, “we could create a stable economy in the Kootenay’s based on locally grown produce, meat, dairy, and value added food products. There is no reason why this market would not grow to become a very successful economic driver in Nelson.”

The Nelson Downtown Local Market will operate from Wednesday June 16th through Wednesday Sept 15th from 9:30am till 3:00pm on the 400 block of Baker Street in Downtown Nelson.

The EcoSociety wishes to thank Nelson City Council for their support, the Columbia Basin Trust for funding the initial survey, and the businesses on the 400 block of Baker for signing their approval and welcoming the market to their doorstep.
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